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International Assessment Benchmarks 

TIMSS (Trends in International Math and Science Study) - 2011 administration 

http://nces.ed.gov/timss/results 11 .asp 
The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) provides reliable and timely data on 

the mathematics and science achievement of U.S. 4th- and 8th-grade students compared to that of 

students in other countries and was given in 2011 to more than 60 countries and other education 

systems. The U.S. average mathematics score of 4th-graders (541) was higher than the international 

TIMSS scale average of 500; the U.S. average mathematics score of 8th-graders (509) was higher than 

the international TIMSS scale average of 500; the U.S. average science score of 4th-graders (544) was 

higher than the international TIMSS scale average of 500; the U.S. average science score of 8th-graders 

(525) was higher than the TIMSS scale average of 500. 

41h grade Su. grade 

Math US results Above international average; Above international average; in 

in top 15 top 24 

Nations scoring higher 8 11 
,-

; 

Nations scoring similar 6 12 

Nations scoring lower 42 32 

Science US results Above international average; Above internat ional average; in 

in top 10 top 23 

Nations scoring higher 6 12 

Nations scoring similar 3 10 

Nations scoring lower ,. 47 33 

PISA 2012 - 65 countries; given to 15 year olds across the world 

http:ljnces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/ 
The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an international assessment that measures 

15-year-old students' reading, mathematics, and science literacy and was given in 2012 to 65 education 

systems. For mathematics literacy, the U.S. average score was 481 , which was lower than the 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) average of 494; for science literacy, 

the U.S. average score was 497, which was not measurably different from the OECD average of 501; for 

reading literacy, the U.S. average score was 498, which was not measurably different from the OECD 

average of 496. 

Mathematics Literacy Science Literacy Reading Literacy 

US results l ower than Similar to Sim ilar to international 

international average; international average; average; 1n the top 31 

in top 39 in the top 36 

Nafions scoring 29 22 19 

higher -
Nations scoring 9 13 11 

similar 

Nations scoring 26 29 34 

lower ' 
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